
 

 

MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 25 May 2022 at Newburgh School, Back Lane 
commencing at 7.15pm. 

PRESENT:  Cllrs Citarella (chair), Moore, Turner, O’Keefe, Atty, Roughneen and Clerk Sandra Jones. 
County Cllr Bailey attended for part of the meeting. 

 
042/22 
WELCOME MEMBERS TO THE NEW COUNCIL AND CONFIRMATION THAT ALL COUNCILLORS HAVE 
SIGNED THE DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND COMPLETED A REGISTER OF 
INTERESTS/CODE OF CONDUCT FORM 
The Clerk welcomed everyone to the May Parish Council meeting, especially Councillors who were starting their new 
term of office following the recent election.  It was confirmed that all Councillors have signed the necessary 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Register of Interests/Code of Conduct forms. 

 
043/22 
ELECTION OF CHAIR FOR 2022/23 (SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE FORM TO 
TAKE PLACE AFTER THE MEETING IN LINE WITH STANDING ORDERS) 
Cllr Citarella was elected Chair for 2022/23 and it was resolved that the signing of the Declaration of Acceptance of 
Office form would take place after the meeting. 
 
044/22 
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Borough Cllr Pope. 

 
045/22 
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR 2022/23 
Cllr Moore was elected as Vice Chair for 2022/23. 
 
046/22 
COUNCILLORS TO DECLARE AN INTEREST IN ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION 
Cllr Citarella and Cllr O’Keefe declared a pecuniary interest in the items relating to Eden Tea Rooms. 
Cllr Turner declared an interest in the planning item relating to 30 Course Lane, Newburgh. 
 
047/22 
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 27 APRIL 2022 
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 27 April 2022 should be approved and signed 
by the Chair. 
 
048/22 
ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
The meeting was adjourned for public discussion. 
County Cllr Bailey informed the meeting that the recent May elections had resulted in no political party having overall 
control of West Lancashire Borough Council and changes to chairs of some committees.  Cllr Bailey also mentioned 
that residents had contacted him about the recent accident on Tabby’s Nook in Newburgh.  Possible options to 
improve the situation on Tabby’s Nook include making the road non accessible (no through road) or single direction 
only, although there are issues with both options.  The Lancashire County Council app called “Love Clean Streets” 
is fully functioning and residents are encouraged to use it to report highways issues such as potholes as photographs 
can be uploaded. The issue of Round O Quarry was also raised and Cllr Bailey confirmed that he had visited the site 
recently as residents had reported possible overfilling which could result in flooding issues. 
The meeting was reconvened and County Cllr Bailey left at this point. 
 
049/22 
TO AGREE REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE VARIOUS GROUPS/COMMITTEES AND REVIEW CURRENT 
TERMS OF REFERENCE AS REQUIRED 
It was agreed that the Working Groups/Committees should consist of the following members: 
Finance Committee - Cllrs Citarella, O’Keefe, Moore and Roughneen (quorum of three) 
Planning Working Group – Cllrs Citarella, Turner, O’Keefe, (Moore and Atty as reserves) 
Employment Working Group - Cllrs Citarella, Moore and O’Keefe.  
Flooding Working Group – Cllrs Moore, Roughneen and O’Keefe. 
Footpath and Village Appearance Working Group - Cllrs Turner, Atty, Roughneen, O’Keefe 
Village Carols liaison - Cllr Turner 
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Play Area Committee - Cllrs Moore, Atty 
West Lancashire Area Committee (LALC) - Cllr O’Keefe and Clerk 
Police Liaison - Cllr O’Keefe 
Appleton Fields Working Group - Cllrs Moore, Atty, Citarella, (quorum of three) 
 
It was resolved that the following working groups will be assigned members as and when required: 
Communications Working Group  
Local Plan Consultation working Group  
Roads Investigation Working Group  
Supporting Needs Working Group   
 
With regards to terms of reference for the Committee and Working Groups, it was resolved that no changes were 
required to any of the working groups assigned members, except the Appleton Fields Working Group.  Much had 
changed since the original working group was set up.  As the Parish Council was in the process of setting up a village 
organisation to take responsibility for the day-to-day management of the site, the terms of reference needed to be 
amended accordingly.  It was resolved that the relationship between the Parish Council and the new village 
association would be governed by the lease and that two members of the Parish Council (Cllrs Moore and Atty) would 
act as trustees for the new village association.  Cllr Moore is also currently acting as Secretary for the new village 
association. 
 
050/22 
PLANNING 

a) Applications to be considered: 
2022/0352/FUL – Demolition of the existing rear conservatory; Construction of a two-storey replacement rear 
extension; Conversion of existing garage into a study; Replacement of external doors and windows at 18 Acrefield, 
Newburgh - No comment. 
 
2022/0311/FUL & 2022/0467/LBC – Application and Listed Building consent for Change of use of Lowes Farm Barn 
to create two new dwellings, including demolition of existing single storey lean to extension and new build extension. 
This includes 1no. 4B7P family home with associated garage and personal workshop, along with a 2B4P apartment 
to the first floor with private entrance.at Barn, Lowes Farm, Lowes Lane, Newburgh.  
Following discussion, it was resolved to submit the following comment: 
 
Newburgh Parish Council supports the preservation of ancient buildings and the protection of wildlife.  In the 
documents relating to this application there is an array of technical recommendations relating to the building and a 
further series regarding the protection of wildlife.  Assuming that these points are considered and where 
appropriate conditions made in coming to a decision, Newburgh Parish Council has no objection. 
 
Cllr Turner left the meeting at this point. 
 
2022/0359/FUL – Single storey gable extension and single storey rear extension at 30 Course Lane, Newburgh. 
No comment. 
 
Cllr Turner returned to the meeting and Cllrs Citarella and O’Keefe left the meeting at this point.  Cllr Moore took 
the Chair. 
  

b) To receive an update on the status of applications relating to the Eden Tea Rooms and Galleries site and 
agree any actions: 
It was confirmed that there was nothing to report at present regarding outstanding applications for the site. 
 
Cllrs Citarella and O’Keefe returned to the meeting at this point and Cllr Citarella resumed as Chair. 
  

c) LCC/2022/0014 - County Matter - Amendment of Condition 6 of planning permission 8/10/0241 to allow 
approval of amended restoration contours together with the submission of a restoration and aftercare 
scheme to comply with conditions 29 and 31 of planning permission 8/10/0241 at Round O Quarry, Cobbs 
Brow Lane, Newburgh 
It was confirmed that further information had been brought to the Parish Council’s attention following the April Parish 
Council meeting, where no comment was agreed as a response to this application.  As such, the Parish Council had 
contacted the relevant officer at Lancashire County Council to ask for an extension in order to investigate the 
additional information and its possible implications for the village.  It was resolved that a comment would be 
considered at the next Parish Council meeting on 22 June. 
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051/22 
WORKPLAN 

a) To consider the co-option of Paul Halliwell as a Parish Councillor and agree any actions. 
Paul Halliwell had attended a previous Parish Council meeting after expressing interest in joining the Parish Council 
and had met with a couple of the Parish Councillors to learn more about the role.  A written expression of interest 
had since been submitted to confirm his interest in joining the Parish Council.  Following discussion, it was resolved 
to co-opt Paul Halliwell as a Parish Councillor.  The Clerk was asked to make the necessary arrangements prior to 
the June Parish Council meeting. 
 

b) To receive a verbal update from the Road Investigation Working Group and agree any actions. 
It was confirmed that a meeting had been arranged with officers from Lancashire County Council and the Deputy 
Police and Crime Commissioner (Andy Pratt).  The meeting will take place at County Hall in Preston on 20 June.  An 
update will be presented at the June Parish Council meeting. 
 

c) To receive a verbal update on flooding issues in the village and agree any actions. 
As reported at previous Parish Council meetings, much work has been undertaken over past months by Lancashire 
County Council. It was resolved to look into setting up a meeting with the relevant officer at Lancashire County 
Council to get an update on all the work completed and any works still outstanding.  It is hoped that information will 
also be available on the locations of the many gullies, streams and culverts in Newburgh.  
 

d) To consider arrangements in time for Newburgh Fair including grass/hedge cutting and agree any actions. 
It was confirmed that Newburgh Fair will take place on 18 June.  The Chair of the Fair Committee has been contacted 
and provided with the details of who to contact at West Lancashire Borough Council regarding provision of waste 
and recycling bins.  It was resolved to check if the school hedge needed maintenance before the day, although any 
work could be limited due to bird nesting season. 
 
052/22 
FINANCE 

a) To agree Accounts for Payment for May 2022, schedule attached. 
It was resolved to approve the Accounts for payment for May 2022, payments will be electronic wherever possible. 
 

b)  To note the report of the internal auditor. 
It was noted that the internal audit had taken place and a report had been received confirming that no issues of 
concern had been raised. 
 

c)To approve the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 20201/22 - Section 1 (Annual 
Governance Statement) will be approved before Section 2 (Accounting Statements).  In addition, approve 
the Certificate of Exemption relating to Councils with income and expenditure less than £25,000.  To note 
the period for the exercise of public rights of 13 June 2022 – 22 July 2022. 
Following consideration of all the Annual Governance Statements in Section 1 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return for 2021/22, it was resolved to formally approve all statements.  Councillors then considered 
Section 2 and it was resolved to formally approve the Accounting Statements.  In addition, Councillors also resolved 
to approve the Certificate of Exemption relating to Councils with income and expenditure less than £25,000. All 
sections of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2021/22 will be signed by the Chair and 
Clerk/Financial Responsible Officer and published on the Parish Council website in accordance with the regulations. 
The period for the notice for the exercise of public rights of 13 June 2022 to 22 July 2022 was noted. 
 

d)  To note the reserves and balances as at 31 March 2022. 
The reserves and balances statement as at 31 March 2022 was noted. 
 

e)  To note and consider the price increase confirmed by Yates Playgrounds in relation to the maintenance 
of the speed device and agree any actions. 
The Clerk informed the meeting that confirmation had been received stating that the cost to maintain the speed 
device would increase from £32 per week to £36 per week from 1 July 2022.  As this information was not available 
at budget setting time in January, the additional cost was not included in the budget at present.  Following discussion, 
it was resolved to accept the price increase until the end of the financial year to March 2023.  The cost of the speed 
device will then be reviewed during budget setting time in December 2022/January 2023.  The Clerk was asked to 
contact Yates Playgrounds to confirm the decision. 

 
-1681- 

 



 

 

053/22 
TO NOTE THE CLERK’S REPORT (INFORMATION ONLY) 
The Clerk’s report was noted. 
 
054/22 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 22 June 2022 at 7pm. 
     
The meeting ended at 8.20pm. 
 
 
 
       

Schedule of Accounts for Payment – May 2022 
 

Ref No  Payee         Amount  
n/a  1&1 - website charges        £      23.98 *Direct Debit 
n/a  Nest Pension Scheme       £      51.90 *Direct Debit 
260522  Mrs S Jones – May salary and expenses       £    743.91 
260522  Mr P Atty – subscription for play area bins    £      50.00 
260522  Tess Reddington – internal audit fee     £      50.00 
260522  LALC – training fee       £      35.00 
260522  Mr J Horrobin – play area maintenance     £      24.00 
260522  Zurich Insurance – Insurance policy     £    525.25 
TOTAL           £ 1,504.04 
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NEWBURGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Reserves and Balances as at 31 March 2022

At 31 March 2019 At 31 March 2020 At 31 March 2021 At 31 March 2022 Notes

£ £ £ £

1 Election 200 200 200 500 1

2 Twinning 90 90 90 90

3 I.T. 100 100 100 100

4 Footpath Delegation Scheme 1110 1145 895 895 2

5 External Audit 200 200 200 200 3

6 Village Maintenance 2512 2512 2512 2512 4

7 Demographer costs for WLBC Local Plan consultation 200 200 200 200 5

8 Bluebell Wood/Appleton Fields 500 4150 5000 1181 6

9 General 8353 6003 6345 7911

10 Community Infrastructure Levy 0 0 1522 1522 7

TOTAL 13265 14600 17064 15111

             

Notes

1 Election reserve increased from £200 to £500 based on estimates received from Tom Lynan (WLBC Elections) Dec 2021.

If full election ever required would have to be met from General reserve (potentially £5,000 as per Dec 21 estimate)

2 Footpath Delegation Scheme from LCC joined in 2014.  

Grant received from 2013/14 to 2018/19= £200+£200+£200+£250 +£250+£250+£250= £1,600

Less Expenditure from  2015/16 and then years 2018/19 - 2020/21= £60+£65 +£115+£215+£250=£705

No spend from reserve during 2021/22 - concurrent grant monies used.

3 A reserve to cover the cost of an external audit was set up at the end of 2016/17 due to future

changes to year end procedures under the Transparency Code - agreed at the April 2017 meeting

4 It was agreed at the Finance Committee meeting on 16 January 2018 that any underspend for the year should be ringfenced 

into a new Village Maintenance reserve

5 During 2018/19, the Parish Council approved a maximum reserve of £500 towards the cost of demographer fees for a 

survey carried out for CPRE Lancashire in relation to WLBC Local Plan consultation.  A final figure of £300 was paid

leaving a reserve balance of £200 to be considered for similar work into the SHELMA during 2019.

6 During Finance Committee meeting in January 2022 and January 2022 Parish Council meeting it was agreed that a total

budget of £2,500 be approved for Appleton Fields - £1,319 is included as part of precept and the remainder £1,181 as a reserve

7 During October 2020, a sum of £1,522 received in Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) monies in respect of former farmshop on Course Lane

This money is ringfenced for projects fitting the criteria of CIL. No spend during 2021/22.


