
 

 

MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 23 March 2022 at Newburgh School, Back Lane 
commencing at 7pm. 
 
PRESENT:  Cllrs Moore (Chair), Turner, O’Keefe and Roughneen and Clerk Sandra Jones. 
No members of the public attended the meeting. 

 
020/22 
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllr Citarella, Cllr Atty, Cllr Baker and Borough Cllr Pope. 

 
021/22 
COUNCILLORS TO DECLARE AN INTEREST IN ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION 
Cllr O’Keefe declared an interest in the planning items relating to Eden Tea Rooms and Ellewood. 
 
022/22 
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 23 FEBRUARY 2022 
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 23 February 2022 should be approved and 
signed by the Chair.  
 
023/22 
ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
The Parish Council had been contacted recently by a resident who voiced concerns about the state of the village 
roads and pavements and also about cars being regularly parked on the pavement forcing pedestrians into the road.  
The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council is in regular contact with Lancashire County Council regarding these 
issues and that it was hoped that a meeting would be taking place soon with representatives from Lancashire County 
Council.  In the meantime, the issue of pavement parking will be included in the next newsletter which is due to be 
published soon and circulated to all residents. 
 
The Parish Council was also contacted recently regarding litter picking.  A local group of volunteers will be arranging 
some events in the village as part of the Great British Spring Clean and details will be posted on social media. 
 
024/22 
PLANNING 

a) Applications to be considered: 
 
2022/0171/FUL: Replacement of an aluminium framed patio door unit with hardwood framed door. Modification to 
the existing garden room: replacing hardwood framed door with a hardwood framed window, and vice versa. 
Laying of decking in front of the French door at Brynkerry, Back Lane, Newburgh – No Comment. 
 
Cllr O’Keefe left the meeting at this point. 
 
2022/0147/FUL - Application for the construction of a single storey extension to the rear to house a swimming pool 
and plant room at Ellewood, 4 Chestnut Close, Newburgh – No Comment. 
 

b) To receive an update on the outstanding planning applications relating to the Eden Tea Rooms and 
Galleries site and agree any actions. 
2021/1248/FUL - Use of vacant barn as a location for artisan retail stalls at Vacant Agricultural Building to The Rear 
of Eden Tearoom and Galleries, Course Lane. 
 
It was confirmed that the environmental report was still outstanding, so there had been no change since the last 
Parish Council meeting.  As approved at the last January Parish Council meeting, the Planning Working Group will 
consider a response once the report is available to view on the website. 
 
Cllr O’Keefe returned to the meeting at this point. 
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025/22 
WORKPLAN 

a) To receive a verbal update from the Road Investigation Working Group including the Community Road 
Watch Scheme and an update from the Lancashire County Council Highways conference and agree any 
actions. 
Cllr Moore confirmed that he had attended the recent Highways Conference by Zoom and found some of the 
presentations very useful including the Local Road Safety and Mario (map) presentations.  Lancashire County 
Council plan to circulated the presentations to all Parish and Town Councils soon.  The Local Road Safety 
presentation was carried out by Andy Pratt, Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner, who is keen to get out and about 
to talk to Parish Councils about road issues.  It was resolved to send a copy of the Parish Council Roads report to 
Andy Pratt.  A copy of the Roads report has previously been sent to Andew Snowden, Police & Crime Commissioner 
and the Parish Council is looking forward to receiving a response from the Police. 
 
The Parish Council had been sent information about the Community Road Watch Scheme which is being run by the 
Police in partnership with Parish Councils and local schools.   The aim of the scheme is for the Police to train and 
assist residents to monitor and record events of speeding traffic in their areas.  Training will be provided to use the 
speed laser device and all sessions would involve a member of the Police (constable or PCSO) being present.  No 
cars will be stopped at the roadside.  The aim is to note the details of speeding vehicles and later identify the owner 
of the vehicle who will receive a letter informing them of the infringement.    Following discussion, it was resolved to 
contact the school to see if they would be interested in joining such a scheme and to request further details from 
Andrew Snowden, who is due to attend the next Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC) branch meeting in 
April.  It was suggested that details of the Community Road Watch Scheme could be publicised in a future newsletter 
or on Facebook following the LALC meeting. 
 

b) To receive a verbal update on flooding issues in the village and agree any actions. 
Lancashire County Council had provided the Parish Council with an update regarding the works being carried out to 
resolve flooding issues.  The work on Smithy Brow has now been completed and there is a new pipeline between 
there and the culvert, with additional gullies.  Further resurfacing work and more flailing to the pipeline down to the 
canal is still outstanding.  Work has been carried out on the drains under Church land and it is hoped that a meeting 
of all parties can be arranged in the coming weeks to discuss what has been achieved and what else can be done 
for the future.   
 

c) To discuss possible themes and dates regarding the Annual Parish Meeting and the May Parish Council 
meeting (AGM) and agree any further actions 
Due to the ongoing workload with projects such as Appleton Fields and possible uncertainty around the pandemic, 
it was resolved that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held just before the Parish Council meeting on the same 
day in May.  The agenda will follow the same as in previous years, with the Chair’s report of the year and a section 
for the public to raise any issues.    
 
 
026/22 
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON APPLETON FIELDS AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS. 
Voluntary work is commencing in response to the recent resident survey.  The access to the wood and field has been 
improved with wood chippings and it is planned that a monthly volunteer session will be set up for the last Saturday 
of every month.  A working group is being put together in order to formulate a long-term plan for the future 
development of the site.  It has been proposed that the new village organisation to manage the day-to-day activities 
of Appleton Fields will be a charitable incorporated organisation run by trustees.  The organisation is seeking trustees 
and volunteers with experience of fund raising.  The next phase of tree felling has begun.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend future Appleton Fields meetings.   

 
027/22 
TO REVIEW THE FOLLOWING PARISH COUNCIL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES – FINANCIAL 
REGULATIONS, STANDING ORDERS, DELEGATED DECISIONS, RISK ASSESSMENTS, SOCIAL MEDIA 
POLICY, TRAINING POLICY AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS REQUIRED. 
Councillors had received drafts of all the procedures and policies being considered prior to the meeting.  Following 
discussion, it was resolved to approve all the policies and procedures in accordance with the recommendations 
from the Clerk. 
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028/22 
TO CONSIDER ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING WITH MEMBERS OF THE WEST 
LANCASHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL CLEAN & GREEN TEAM AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS. 
It was resolved that the Clerk would contact the department to try to arrange a convenient location and date for a 
meeting to take place with officers.  Councillors will be asked to confirm availability once a selection of dates are 
proposed. 
 
029/22 
FINANCE 

a) To agree Accounts for Payment for March 2022 including the national pay award of 1.75% in relation to 
the Clerks salary, schedule attached. 
The Clerk informed the meeting that there had been some amendments made to the Accounts schedule for March 
2022 since the agenda was published.  The amount for the Lancashire Wildlife Trust had been reduced from £132 
to £100.  In addition, further expenditure had been made with regards to Appleton Fields regarding weedkiller (Cllr 
Moore) and seeds (Mr T Gerrard).  Following discussion, the amended Accounts Schedule for March 2022 was 
approved. Payments will be made electronically wherever possible. 
 
030/22 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 27 April 2022 at 7pm. 
     
The meeting ended at 7.50pm. 
 
 

Schedule of Accounts for Payment – March 2022 
 

Ref No  Payee         Amount  
n/a  1&1 - website charges        £      11.99 *Direct Debit 
n/a  Nest Pension Scheme       £      50.16* Direct Debit 
240322  Mrs S Jones – March salary and expenses    £    820.71 
240322  HMRC – NI payment       £      23.05 
240322  Lancashire Wildlife Trust – environmental advice Appleton Fields  £     100.00* as per 029/22 
240322  Mr C Moore – weedkiller for Appleton Fields    £       16.65* as per 029/22 
240322  Mr T Gerrard – seeds for Appleton Fields    £       28.60* as per  029/22 
240322  Yates Playgrounds – SPID charges Jan 22-Mar22   £    499.20 

 
TOTAL         £1,550.36   
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