
 

 

MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 24 November 2021 at Newburgh School, Back Lane 
commencing at 7pm. 
 
PRESENT:  Cllrs Citarella (Chair), Atty, Moore, O’Keefe, Turner, Roughneen and Clerk Sandra Jones. 
Borough Cllr Pope and five members of the public also attended the meeting. 

 
098/21 
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllr Baker and County Cllr Bailey. 

 
099/21 
COUNCILLORS TO DECLARE AN INTEREST IN ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION 
Cllr Citarella and Cllr O’Keefe declared a pecuniary interest in the item relating to Eden Tea Rooms. 
Cllr Moore and Cllr Roughneen declared an interest in the Finance item as they were both included on the payments 
list for receipted expenses. 
 
100/21 
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 27 OCTOBER 2021 
It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 27 October 2021 should be approved and 
signed by the Chair.  
 
101/21 
ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
The members of the public attending the meeting had attended to raise concerns about the Eden Tea Room and 
Galleries planning application relating to the barn.  Residents had concerns regarding the number of stalls planned 
(46) which some felt were too many for a village the size of Newburgh and also wondered if the presumption that 
only 10% of the stalls would be manned was realistic.  They also stated that the proposed area for additional parking 
is green belt land and even if approved, may not be sufficient to accommodate both stall holders and customers.  A 
resident also questioned whether the community space was really needed in the village given the facilities already 
provided for local groups by the School, Red Lion and Sports Club.  Residents also pointed out that the car park is 
usually full much of the time now and the additional stalls will encourage more customers which will result in more 
traffic through the village.   
 
Borough Cllr Pope gave an update on the West Lancashire Borough Council Local Plan.  Two sessions with the 
Parishes have taken place during November to start the process.  Details of the process have been advertised in 
the local press, Borough Council website and Parish noticeboards.  Consultants taken on to look at housing and 
economic development needs in the Borough had produced a report, which had to be sent back as there was no 
mention of infrastructure issues such as roads, drains and transport. 
 
A member of the public thanked the Parish Council for the recent purchase of litter pickers and bag hoops which 
had been a big help with a recent village litter pick event.  The Parish Councillors voiced their thanks to everyone 
involved in helping to keep the village tidy. 
 
102/21 
PLANNING 

a) Applications to be considered: 
Cllrs Citarella and O’Keefe left the meeting at this point and Cllr Moore took the Chair. 
 
2021/1248/FUL - Use of vacant barn as a location for artisan retail stalls at Vacant Agricultural Building to The Rear 
of Eden Tearoom and Galleries, Course Lane. 
 
The meeting was informed that an extension has been requested from West Lancashire Borough Council planning 
department in order to submit a possible comment regarding this application until after the next Parish Council 
meeting on 8 December.  Councillors felt that more work was needed to fully understand the different aspects of 
the application and were waiting to see the response from Lancashire County Council Highways and other 
departments before deciding on a possible comment.  It was confirmed that the extension had been granted by 
West Lancashire Borough Council and a response will be considered at the December Parish Council meeting. 
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b) To receive an update on the outstanding planning application relating to the Eden Tea Rooms and 
Galleries site and agree any actions. 
There was nothing to report on this occasion. 
 
Cllrs Citarella and O’Keefe returned to the meeting at this point and Cllr Citarella resumed as Chair. 
       

c) To receive an update on the West Lancashire Borough Council Local Plan and agree any actions 
There was nothing further to add following Borough Cllr Pope’s comprehensive update during the public discussion 
section. 
 
103/21 
WORKPLAN 

a) To receive a verbal update from the Road Investigation Working Group and agree any actions. 
Councillors were informed that a response is still being awaited from Lancashire County Council regarding the Road 
Investigation Working Group report which was circulated a few months ago to various officers.  It was resolved that 
a letter would be sent to Lancashire County Council asking for an update if no response is received by the end of the 
year.  
     

b) To receive a verbal update on flooding issues in the village and agree any actions. 
There was not much to report on this occasion.  It is difficult to assess if the work carried out by the Highways 
department in recent months has been successful due to lack of rain in the past few months. 
 

c) To discuss and arrange a date for the next meeting of the Work Plan Priming Group with a view to drafting 
a list of suggestions for the Parish work plan for 2022. 
It was agreed that Cllrs Moore, Roughneen, O’Keefe and Turner would form the Work Plan Priming Group although 
all Councillors are welcome to attend the meeting.  The Clerk was asked to make the necessary arrangements to 
ensure that a meeting takes place before the December Parish Council meeting, where it is hoped that the Work 
Plan for 2022 can be agreed. 
 

d) To agree proposed dates for Parish Council meetings in 2022 and agree any necessary actions.  
The proposed dates for Parish Council meetings in 2022 were agreed.  The dates are generally the fourth 
Wednesday of the month, except August (summer recess) and December (held earlier due to Christmas).  The 
School has been consulted on the dates.      
 

e) To consider arrangements for Christmas 2021 and agree any necessary actions. 
It was confirmed that the Christmas tree had recently gone up on the village green.   
 
An update was provided on the Village Carols event scheduled to take place on 9 December.  The meeting was 
informed that due to ongoing Covid cases at the School, it would not be possible for attendees to use the School hall 
in the event of bad weather on the night.  The Parish Council had been asked to consider whether to go ahead with 
the event and make a late decision on the day or take the decision to cancel the event now.  Following discussion, it 
was reluctantly resolved to cancel the event for this year.  It was felt that it was unfair and impractical to attendees 
and Skelmersdale Prize Band, who had been booked to play at the event, to make a decision so late.  The Band, 
School and Church will be informed of the decision. 
 
104/21 
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON APPLETON FIELDS AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS. 
Further meetings had taken place regarding the setting up of a new village association to manage the day-to-day 
activities of Appleton Fields, although the Parish Council would remain as the owner of the site.  Although the group 
had identified a Chair and a potential Treasurer for the village association, a Secretary was still required.  It had been 
decided that the association would be some form of charity and further investigations are ongoing regarding the 
various types.  The Treasurer had sent the Parish Clerk details of a proposed budget for consideration by Councillors, 
which the association felt would be necessary to be funded by the Parish Council in the new financial year.  The 
survey had been circulated around the village and there has already been a good response from residents showing 
what they would like to see on the site.  
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105/21 
TO CONSIDER A RESPONSE REGARDING THE BOUNDARY COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NEW 
WARDS, WARD BOUNDARIES AND WARD NAMES FOR WEST LANCASHIRE AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS 
It was confirmed that the number of Borough Councillors would reduce from 54 to 45, which would require changes 
to be made to the wards, ward boundaries and ward names for the Borough.  As a result, the proposals from the 
Boundary Commission would mean that the current Newburgh and Lathom ward would disappear and Lathom 
would be part of a Burscough ward and Newburgh would form a ward with Parbold, Wrightington and Appley 
Bridge.  The aim of the changes was to ensure that each ward represented approximately the same number of 
electors.  The issue was discussed by Councillors, who felt that it was inevitable that Newburgh would have to join 
a ward with other Parishes, so questioned whether it was worth submitting a response.  Councillors were asked to 
consider the matter and to inform the Clerk if they wanted to revisit the issue for consideration at the December 
Parish Council meeting. 
.  
106/21 
FINANCE 

a) To agree Accounts for Payment for November 2021, Schedule attached. 
The Accounts Schedule for November 2021 was approved. Payments will be made electronically wherever possible. 
 

b) To receive an update on the results of the Internal Check of the Parish Council accounts and agree any 
actions as appropriate 
It was confirmed that the Clerk and Cllr Turner had carried out an Internal Check of the Parish Council accounts. Cllr 
Turner confirmed that all the records checked were found to be in order and no issues were found.  The relevant 
paperwork has been signed by both the Clerk and Cllr Turner and will be kept on file for the internal audit. 
 
 
107/21 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 8 December 2021 at 7pm. 
 
     
The meeting ended at 7.50pm. 
 
 

Schedule of Accounts for Payment – November 2021 
 
Ref No  Payee         Amount  
n/a  1&1 website charges       £       11.99* Direct Debit 
n/a  NEST Pension Scheme       £       68.79* Direct Debit 
251121  Mrs S Jones – November salary and expenses    £     767.70 
251121  Mr M Roughneen – maintenance materials for assets   £       30.00 
251121  Flexipress – Appleton Fields survey     £     260.00 
251121  KC Computers – laminator and ink cartridge    £       57.56 
251121  Mr C Moore – postage for Appleton Fields survey   £         8.58   
TOTAL           £  1,204.62  
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