
 

 

MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 22 September 2021 at Newburgh School, Back Lane 
commencing at 7pm. 
 
PRESENT:  Cllrs Citarella (Chair), Atty, Moore, O’Keefe, Turner, Casey, and Clerk Sandra Jones. 
Borough Cllr Pope and six members of the public attended the meeting. 

 
077/21 
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllr Roughneen, Cllr Baker and County Cllr Bailey. 

 
078/21 
COUNCILLORS TO DECLARE AN INTEREST IN ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION 
Cllr Citarella and Cllr O’Keefe declared a pecuniary interest in the items relating to Eden Tea Rooms. 
Cllr Moore and Cllr Atty declared an interest in the item relating to Apple Cast NW. 
Cllr Moore declared an interest in the item relating to Greenacres, Back Lane. 
 
079/21 
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRA-ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 8 
SEPTEMBER 2021 
It was resolved that the minutes of the Extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 8 September 2021 should be 
approved and signed by the Chair.  
 
080/21 
ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
Members of the public raised the issue of the Eden Tea Room & Galleries application, which was due to be 
considered at the meeting.  The Parish Council was asked to take into account the report of the Planning Inspector 
for the appeal, who confirmed that he felt that the noise management plan submitted by the applicant may not be 
robust enough to limit the impact on neighbour amenity.  Other concerns highlighted the fact that the pandemic had 
restricted the activities of business over the past 12 months, so there was no opportunity to assess if the noise 
management plan was sufficient to minimise noise and disturbance to neighbouring properties.  It was mentioned 
that one event had been held in the Summer which appeared to go ahead with no disturbance, but that was not 
enough to make a permanent decision on the extended opening hours.  Members of the public asked the Parish 
Council to consider asking for another temporary trial period, with various timescales suggested from one year to 
several years. 
 
Borough Cllr Pope spoke about the new Local Plan and confirmed that no housing target had been set at this stage.  
Over 300 sites had been offered to meet the housing target, but these needed to be assessed and it was likely that 
many would be ruled out due to Green Belt location and drainage issues.   A consultation process will begin in the 
Autumn/Winter of this year. 
 
081/21 
PLANNING 

a) Applications to be considered: 
Cllrs Citarella and O’Keefe left the meeting at this point. 
 
2021/0991/FUL- Variation of Condition No 1 of Planning Permission 2020/0439/FUL to allow the premises to 
operate later opening hours and in order to cater for functions at the weekends and to diversify the business. To 
extend operating hours to Sunday 08:00 - 21:00; Monday to Thursday 08:00 - 22:00; Friday to Saturday 08:00 - 
00:00 at Eden Tearoom and Galleries, Course Lane. 
Following discussion, it was resolved to submit the following comment: 
 
Newburgh Parish Council has previously objected to the late opening hours on the grounds of the impact on 
neighbour amenity. This objection still stands.  In relation to the current application, the Council contends that 
during the period from 13.11.20 to present there has been no opportunity for the Local Planning Authority to make 
any assessment of the impact on neighbour amenity as the business has been affected by Covid restrictions and 
has not operated events requiring the longer opening hours.  The Council therefore recommends that the condition 
to operate the hours applied for should be limited to a further period of 12 months so that the original assessment 
having regard to policy GN3 can be undertaken. There should also be clarity on how the business is to be 
monitored in order to make the assessment. 
Cllrs Citarella and O’Keefe returned to the meeting at this point. 
Cllrs Moore and Atty left the meeting at this point. 
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2021/0845/FUL – Proposed overflow parking area and additional outdoor seating area at Apple Cast, Cobbs Brow 
Lane. 
Following discussion, it was resolved to submit the following comment, while taking a neutral stance: 
 
This application is for the provision of a 40 space overflow car parking area and an additional outdoor seating area 
for 64. Both of these are to cater for the proposed increase in the number of charity events held during the year to a 
total of 20. The Parish Council is pleased to support local businesses. However, the response to the application 
from the Highways department at Lancashire County Council identifies some problems on the Apple Cast site with 
the exit from Cobbs Brow Lane to the existing car park area. Obviously, these will need to be resolved before a 
decision can be made. 
 
Cllr Atty returned to the meeting at this point and two members of the public left the meeting. 
 
2021/1054/FUL - Front and rear dormer house extensions, including first floor balconies, wall cladding, new 
chimneys and internal alterations at Green Acre, Back Lane – No comment 
 
Cllr Moore returned to the meeting at this point. 
 
2021/1052/LBC - Listed Building Consent - Remove/demolish 2 existing metal sheds, and erection of replacement 
timber garden shed at Doe House, Tabby’s Nook – No comment. 
 
 
082/21 
WORKPLAN 

a) To receive a verbal update from the Road Investigation Working Group and agree any actions. 
Councillors were informed that a response is still being awaited from Lancashire County Council regarding the Road 
Investigation Working Group report which was circulated last month.  It is hoped that a response will be received 
soon and a meeting could be set up with relevant officers sometime in the Autumn. 
     

b) To receive a verbal update on flooding issues in the village and agree any actions. 
It was confirmed that flailing of the culvert beyond the A5209 had removed some of the build-up of deposits restricting 
the flow of water.  However, it is hoped that further work can be undertaken to remove more deposits in the near 
future.  More excavation work is still to take place on a gully at the bottom of Smithy Brow and further work to try to 
understand the source of the flood which affected the Post Office.  There has been a further blockage of concrete 
and a displaced pipe in the pipeline on Back Lane immediately outside the school, which needs further investigation.  
However recent heavy rain has not resulted in a recurrence of flooding at the school, although the situation will be 
monitored during the school holidays.  The Parish Council has offered its support if there are any problems.  Further 
work has also been carried out by Lancashire County Council on Tabby’s Nook. 
 

c) To review maintenance of village assets and agree any necessary actions. 
It was confirmed that the bus shelter on Cobbs Brow Lane was in need of maintenance.  Cllrs Atty and Roughneen 
will undertake a review of all the village assets including bus shelters and benches to identify tasks which can be 
carried out by the Parish Council and tasks which will need to be carried out by a tradesman, which will have to be 
taken into account when the budget setting process for the new financial year gets underway. 
   

d) To consider arrangements for Christmas 2021 and agree any necessary actions. 
The Clerk confirmed that the School and Church had been contacted regarding the issue of holding a Village Carols 
event in December, dependant on any pandemic restrictions.  A proposed date of Thursday 9 December had been 
suggested to both the School and the Church.  Skelmersdale Prize Band had also been contacted and confirmed 
that they were available to play on this date if required at a cost of £100 (the same as previous years).  Following 
discussion, it was resolved to hold a Village Carols event on 9 December and to approve the quote of £100 from 
Skelmersdale Prize Band to play at the event, should it be deemed safe to go ahead.  The Clerk was asked to confirm 
these details to all parties.  Following discussion, it was resolved to accept the quote from P&R Electrical for the 
50cm star for the Christmas tree on the village green. The Clerk was asked to make the necessary arrangements 
with the company. 
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e) To consider a request to purchase litter picking equipment for community litter pick dates and agree any 
actions. 
The Clerk informed the meeting that a request had been made for the Parish Council to purchase a number of litter 
pickers and bag hoops to help local residents organising community litter pick days.  The Councillors voiced their 
gratitude to the local residents who have been busy litter picking during the pandemic to help keep the village tidy 
and confirmed their support for the request.  It was resolved to purchase six litter pickers and 10 bag hoops and Cllr 
O’Keefe offered to store items and operate a register for any residents wishing to use the equipment. 
    
083/21 
TO CONSIDER REVIEW OF THE NEWBURGH PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE INCLUDING THE ACCESSIBILITY 
STATEMENT AND AGREE ANY ACTIONS. 
Cllr Moore asked the Councillors and Clerk to undertake the bi-annual review of their areas of the Parish Council 
website to ensure that the information was up to date and accurate.  The Clerk informed Councillors that the Parish 
Council website was currently 93% compliant with the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) legislation 
with the ongoing issue of the picture gallery the only identified problem.  Options which are affordable to the Parish 
Council were still being sought in order to resolve the issue and an update on progress will be presented at a future 
Parish Council meeting. 
 
One member of the public left the meeting at this point. 
 
084/21 
TO CONSIDER ATTENDANCE AT THE MAYOR OF WEST LANCASHIRE CIVIC SUNDAY SERVICE ON 3 
OCTOBER 
It was confirmed that no Councillors were available to attend the Civic Service on 3 October.   
 
085/21 
TO CONSIDER ATTENDANCE AT THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (LALC) ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING TO BE HELD ON SATURDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2021 BY ZOOM. 
It was agreed that Cllrs O’Keefe and Citarella would attend the LALC AGM on 20 November. 
 
086/21 
FINANCE 

a) To agree Accounts for Payment for September 2021, Schedule attached. 
The Clerk asked Councillors to approve an additional payment of £499.20 for Yates Playgrounds Ltd (already 
included on the list) for an invoice relating to the speed device.  The Councillors agreed to the additional payment 
and the Accounts Schedule for September 2021 was approved. Payments will be made electronically wherever 
possible.   
 
087/21 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 27 October 2021 at 7pm. 
 
     
The meeting ended at 8.05pm. 
 

Schedule of Accounts for Payment – September 2021 
 
Ref No  Payee         Amount  
n/a  1&1 website charges       £       11.99* Direct Debit 
n/a  NEST Pension Scheme       £       70.00* Direct Debit 
220921  HMRC – NI payment       £       60.65  
230921  Mrs S Jones – September salary and expenses    £     943.14  
230921  SLCC Enterprises Ltd –  National Conference webinar fees  £     120.00  
230921  Weightmans – fees       £     120.00 
230921  Yates Playgrounds Ltd – play area equipment maintenance  £     571.20 

 
TOTAL           £  1,896.98  
 
Note: Agenda stated £72 for Yates Playgrounds Ltd, however an additional £499.20 was approved during the Parish 
Council meeting resulting in a total payment of £571.20 (ref 086/21 a)      - 
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