
 

 

NEWBURGH PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL REPORT 2020/21 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
 
I am pleased to present the Annual Report of Newburgh Parish Council for the year. 
 
At the beginning of the year, the village was once again hit by floods which severely affected the Post Office and Newburgh School 
as well as fields and gardens along with the main road and Tabby’s Nook.  The Council has done a lot of work trying to understand 
the maze of culverts and watercourses which run under the village with a view to contributing towards a plan to improve the 
situation.  We are hoping to be able to share our findings with Lancashire County Council to secure a lasting solution in the near 
future. 
 
Problems on Newburgh’s roads have, if anything, worsened during the pandemic with many drivers failing to obey speed limits.  
This state of affairs culminated recently in a resident being pinned against a wall by one of the large lorries which regularly pass 
through.  Tackling this on-going situation is a priority for us. Residents can help by reporting any incidents they witness – ideally 
providing registration numbers – to the Highways Department of Lancashire County Council and also our Clerk. 
 
We have been pleased to be able to support Newburgh School’s Eco Council project aimed at encouraging owners to clean up 
after their dogs and have been able to make a donation towards the purchase of waste bags and posters to urge people to act 
responsibly. 
 
Kind regards and keep safe 
 
Jacky Citarella, Chair. 
 
 

Council Meetings 
During the year, the Parish Council held eleven planned Council Meetings and two extra-ordinary Council meetings, mostly by Zoom 
due to the pandemic.  Minutes of Meetings can be found on our website or obtained by request from our Parish Clerk. 
 

Value for Money 
The Parish Council budget for 2021-22 is £16,560, which will result in no increase for our residents for the Parish Council part of the 
Council Tax bill.  In addition, the Parish Council will receive £905 from West Lancashire Borough Council in the form of a Concurrent 
Grant.  A financial summary for 2020-21 is provided later in this report.  During the year, the Parish Council was successful in obtaining 
a capital grant from West Lancashire Borough Council to go towards the cost of making our recently acquired wood and field 
accessible and safe for the public.  The Parish Council gave a donation to the Church towards the upkeep of the Dell and contributed 
towards the cost of opposing the planning application submitted to Lancashire County Council in relation to Parbold Hill. 
 

Engaging with Residents 
The Council has an active programme of engagement by various modes such as the following: 
 
The noticeboard is located near the Post Office and displays information about the Council, local organisations and current local 
events.  Councillors deliver copies of Newburgh News and additional leaflets to every household. The usual editions of Newburgh 
News were replaced during the year with Corona Virus updates to inform residents of goods and services available locally and how 
to access help and support.           
 
The Parish Council Facebook page is now in its fourth year and has proven to be a good way to communicate local issues.  Details 
of Parish Council meetings and news affecting Newburgh are regularly posted on the page:  
www.Facebook.com/newburghlancs.   
 
Our website is regularly updated and can be accessed at www.newburghlancs.co.uk. The site continues to be valuable as an 
information tool. 
 
 

Welcome Packs 
Welcome packs were discontinued during the year due to the pandemic, but the Parish Council plans to start delivering these again 
when it is safe to do so as we have received positive feedback from new residents who have received them in the past.  
 

Engagement with the Community through Projects 
Due to the pandemic, the usual village events such as Newburgh Fair week in June, Remembrance Sunday in November and Village 
Carols in December were unable to take place.  However, the Parish Council was pleased to work with local organisations to produce 
the various Corona Virus updates which were delivered to every home in the village.  We were delighted to see how the community 
came together to support each other and the Post Office and Applecast were recognised for their contribution by the High Sheriff of 
Lancashire.   Our thanks and appreciation go to everyone who has helped in any way, big or small, during the past year. 
 
Although the Village Carols event was unable to go ahead in December, the Parish Council did ensure that despite the pandemic, 
there was a Christmas tree on the village green over the festive period.  The Christmas tree was kindly donated to the village by 
Giltrees and their generosity helped the Parish Council to purchase an additional set of lights for the tree. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/newburghlancs
http://www.newburghlancs.co.uk/


 

 

Engagement with other Organisations 
We are part of the Play Area Management Committee and the Councillors have a link with the School, Church, Sports Club and other 
Organisations.  We also took part in outside events such as Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC) meetings, where issues 
such as potholes and flooding were discussed. The Clerk attended meetings at West Lancashire Borough Council and Society of 
Local Council Clerks.  Most meetings during the year took place via Zoom or other remote methods.  
  

Appleton Family Gift 
The field and wood next to Newburgh Sports Club have been generously donated to the village by the Appleton family. More 

information on this new recreational area is being circulated to all residents.   
 

Planning 
Our Planning Working Group considered 26 applications and two appeals during 2020-21. The Parish Council submitted comments 
on applications relating to Newlyn, Eden Tea Room and Galleries and Lowes Farm Barn.  In addition, the Parish Council also 
commented on two applications outside of the Parish due to additional traffic concerns - Parbold Hill Quarry and the mushroom farm 
in Scarisbrick.  
  

Environmental Issues 
A number of issues were raised with Lancashire County Council Highways during the year including:  

• Potholes on Course Lane, Sandy Lane, Back Lane, Cobbs Brow Lane, Deans Lane 

• Blocked grids on Course Lane and Back Lane 

• Flooding on Course Lane, Ash Brow and Back Lane 

• Japanese Knotweed on Back Lane 

• Overgrown vegetation on Course Lane and Ash Brow 

 
 
Summary of 2020/21 Finances 

 
Balances from 1st April 2020              14,600     
Receipts 
Precept.                16,864 
Council Tax Support Grant      284 
Concurrent Grant (WLBC)      905 
Capital Grant (WLBC)       993 
VAT refund.        816 
CIL monies     1,522 
Miscellaneous         26 
Total Receipts                21,410  
 
Payments 
Employee costs    8,928 
Gen Administration    1,669 
Borough Grant Projects      905 
Activities inc Speed Device   6,648 
VAT on payments.                    796 
Total Payments               18,946 
 
Balances at 1st April 2021              17,064                   
 
 

Parish Councillors 
Jacky Citarella  01257 463621 
Chris Moore  01257 463471 
Phil Atty   01257 463469 
Jean O’Keefe  01257 463630 
Maureen Turner    01257 462970 
Robin Baker  01257 463816 
Mike Roughneen  01257 463696 
Fiona Casey  01257 463837 

   
  

Clerk of the Council Sandra Jones 
 
Tel:  01704 892520 
Email:         clerk@newburghlancs.co.uk 
Website:       www.newburghlancs.co.uk   
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