
NEWBURGH PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL REPORT 2019/20 

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
 
I am pleased to present the Annual Report of Newburgh Parish Council for the year. 
 
Early in the year the village was severely affected by the floods which happened across West Lancs.  Houses in Cobbs Brow Lane 
and Course Lane were flooded but the worst affected was the Post Office.  The cellar was badly flooded and resulted in Gaynor and 
family being unable to carry on business for a period. 
 
The Council supported the campaign to oppose the Parbold Quarry planning application.  Thank you so much to all residents who 
got involved by lodging objections and putting up posters and delivering leaflets.  The application has not yet been decided but your 
efforts were a great help. 
 
In May, we finally completed the transfer of the field and wood from the Appleton family to the Council.  The process has taken so 
long because we wanted to ensure that the large step we were making was right.  We are very much looking forward to developing 
the area as a resource for village residents. 
 
Inevitably the Council’s work has been curtailed recently. In collaboration with other village organisations, we have done our utmost 
to keep residents informed about the changing situation and have been bowled over by the number of people who volunteer to do 
anything they can to support in any way they can – a huge thank you to all of you. 
 
Kind regards and keep safe 
 
Jacky Citarella, Chair. 
 

Council Meetings 
During the year, the Parish Council held eleven planned Council Meetings.  Minutes of Meetings can be found on our website or 
obtained by request from our Parish Clerk. 
 

Value for Money 
The Parish Council budget for 2020-21 is £17,148, which is higher than 2019-20 due to the recent transfer of Bluebell wood and the 
adjoining field on Cobbs Brow Lane.  In addition, the Parish Council will receive £905 from West Lancashire Borough Council in the 
form of a Concurrent Grant.  A financial summary for 2019-20 is provided later in this report.  During the year, the Parish Council was 
successful in obtaining a grant from the County Council to go towards the cost of providing disabled toilet and baby changing facilities 
at Newburgh Fair. The Parish Council gave a donation to the Church towards the upkeep of the Dell and also contributed towards 
the display in the Church during the Spring Festival weekend. 
 

Engaging with Residents 
The Council has an active programme of engagement by various modes such as the following: 
 
The noticeboard is located near the Post Office and displays information about the Council, local organisations and current local 
events.  Councillors deliver copies of Newburgh News and additional leaflets to every household. Three editions were produced 
incorporating information about the Council, Church, School and other organisations. In addition, a leaflet providing flooding 
information was also distributed.           
 
The Parish Council Facebook page is now in its third year and has proven to be a good way to communicate local issues.  Details of 
Parish Council meetings and news affecting Newburgh are regularly posted on the page:  
www.Facebook.com/newburghlancs.   
 
The website is regularly updated and can be accessed at www.newburghlancs.co.uk. The site continues to be valuable as an 
information tool. 
 
A new Welcome sign depicting aspects of village life was installed outside the Red Lion Hotel. 
 

Welcome Packs 
New residents continue to receive a Welcome Pack, for which we have received positive feedback.  
 

Engagement with the Community through Projects 
 
Community Service 14 June 2019 
We held our Community Service in the marquee as part of Newburgh Fair Week, in partnership with the Fair Committee, School and 
Church.  It was a new style service compared to previous years but there was a large attendance and lots of positive feedback was 
received.  All sections of the community were invited and the 10th Anniversary of the Play Area was also celebrated at the same 
event.   
 
Remembrance Sunday, 10 November 2019 
Councillors were present at the Memorial Service with the Council Chairman laying a wreath on the War Memorial on behalf of the 
community to commemorate the Centenary of the end of WW1. 
 
Village Carols 13 December 2019 
The Council, Newburgh School and members of Christ Church Newburgh organised this popular event, which took place at Newburgh 
School. A large number of residents attended with the singing being accompanied by the Skelmersdale Prize Band.  

http://www.facebook.com/newburghlancs
http://www.newburghlancs.co.uk/


 
Engagement with other Organisations 
We are part of the Play Area Management Committee and the Councillors have a link with the School, Church, Sports Club and other 
Organisations.  We also took part in outside events such as Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC) meetings, where issues 
such as potholes and flooding were discussed. The Clerk attended meetings at West Lancashire Borough Council and Society of 
Local Council Clerks.  
  

Newburgh Fair 
The Parish Council continues to help support the continuity of Newburgh Fair, by giving a donation towards the cost and publicising 
the events, both in editions of Newburgh News and also by distributing leaflets promoting the events during Fair Week to residents 
in the Parish.  In addition, some of the Parish Councillors are on the Fair Committee, which has been successful in obtaining grants 
from organisations towards the cost of running the Fair.   
 

Planning 
Our Planning Working Group considered 25 applications and one appeal during 2019-20. The Parish Council submitted comments 
on applications relating to the mushroom farm development on Course Lane, Newlyn and Forest View Holiday Park.  In addition, the 
Parish Council also commented on two applications outside of the Parish due to additional traffic concerns - Parbold Hill Quarry and 
the mushroom farm in Scarisbrick.  
  

Environmental Issues 
A number of issues were raised with Lancashire County Council Highways during the year including:  

• Potholes on Course Lane, Sandy Lane, Back Lane, Cobbs Brow Lane, Deans Lane 

• Blocked grids on Course Lane and Back Lane 

• Flooding on Course Lane and Ash Brow 

• Japanese Knotweed on Back Lane 

• Overgrown vegetation on Course Lane and Ash Brow 

 
 
Summary of 2019/20 Finances 

 
Balances from 1st April 2019              13,265     
Receipts 
Precept.                13,864 
Council Tax Support Grant      284 
Concurrent Grant (WLBC)      905 
Bank account payment   1,525 
Parish Champion Grant (LCC)      300 
VAT refund.        568 
Rights of Way Scheme (LCC)      250 
Miscellaneous         26 
Total Receipts               17,722  
 
Payments 
Employee costs    8,955 
Gen Administration    2,481 
Borough Grant Projects      907 
Activities inc Speed Device   3,454 
VAT on payments.                    590 
Total Payments               16,387 
 
Balances at 1st April 2020              14,600                   
 
 

Parish Councillors 
Jacky Citarella  01257 463621 
Chris Moore  01257 463471 
Phil Atty   01257 463469 
Jean O’Keefe  01257 463630 
Maureen Turner    01257 462970 
Robin Baker  01257 463816 
Mike Roughneen  01257 463696 
Fiona Casey  01257 463837 

   
  

Clerk of the Council Sandra Jones 
 
Sandra Jones  01704 892520 
e-mail:         clerk@newburghlancs.co.uk 
website:        www.newburghlancs.co.uk   
 
 
 

May 2020  

http://www.newburghlancs.co.uk/

