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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 
 
 

I am pleased to present the Annual Report of Newburgh Parish Council for 2018-19. 

After pressure from residents and the Council, the much-needed resurfacing of the A5209 was brought forward to November by Lancashire County Council and repairs were also made to the drainage 
to alleviate flooding. Cobbs Brow Lane and part of Back Lane were also resurfaced. We continue to monitor the state of all our roads and have an established process for reporting problems to LCC. 
 
We put much effort into preparing a response to the Draft Local Plan for West Lancashire. With input from residents at three Parish Council meetings our submission challenged the timescale of the 
plan, the total number of houses proposed, the lack of phasing and the selection of the proposed sites in Newburgh. There has been some indication of possible changes to the Plan and we await the 
next phase of consultation. 
 
We have made good progress with a village clean- and tidy-up thanks to the much-appreciated contribution of a team of volunteers. The path by the school field has been cleared, the out-of-control 
hedge cut, road and street signs cleaned and the village green tidied. Bins and seats are being painted and Councillors regularly do a litter pick. All these actions add to the appearance of our village 
and we aim to maintain the standards being set. 
 
We are well aware of residents’ concerns about the volume of traffic, particularly HGVs, on the A5209 and the impact on safety. We have started to gather evidence of the problems so we can talk in 
an informed way to Highways Authorities. The search for any solutions is challenging and has been attempted in the past with little result. The volumes are now at such a level however that we believe 
it is worth another attempt to look for any solutions that could improve safety. 
 
We collaborate with other village organisations on several features of village life. The revised format of the outdoor carol service is now working well through the combined efforts of school, church and 
council. We are working with the church on an alternative to the Civic Service to make it more of a Community Celebration which this year will be linked to Newburgh Fair. Through our contacts with 
local councils we have also been able to help source grants for Newburgh Fair. 
 
We were pleased to welcome Mike Roughneen and Fiona Casey as Councillors, finally making our complement up to eight. Mike brings a wealth of practical skills already deployed in the village clean-
up and Fiona is well-known for her tremendous efforts ensuring the continuity and success of Newburgh Fair.  
 
I would like to record my thanks to members of the Council and our Clerk Sandra for their unstinted support in a busy year.  Together we make up a strong team which can make a difference to village 
life. As ever, we are always happy to have your comments or involvement to help us serve your interests. 
 
Chris Moore, Chairman. 
 
 
Council Meetings 
During the year, the Parish Council held eleven planned Council Meetings.  Minutes of Meetings can be found on our website or obtained by request from our Parish Clerk. 
 
Value for Money 
The Parish Council budget for 2019/20 is £14,148, which is the same as 2018/19.  In addition, the Parish Council will receive £905 from West Lancashire Borough Council in the form of a Concurrent 
Grant.  A financial summary for 2018/19 is provided later in this report.  During the year, the Parish Council was successful in obtaining grants from both the Borough and County Councils to go towards 
the cost of bus shelter repairs, replacement Parish Council computer and providing disabled toilet and baby changing facilities at Newburgh Fair. The Parish Council gave a donation to the Church 
towards the upkeep of the Dell and also contributed towards the display in the Church during the Spring Festival weekend. 
 
 



Engaging with Residents 
The Council has an active programme of engagement by various modes such as the following:- 
 
The noticeboard is located near the Post Office and displays information about the Council, local organisations and current local events.  Councillors deliver copies of Newburgh News and additional 
leaflets to every household. Three editions were produced incorporating information about the Council, Church, School and other organisations. In addition, leaflets to publicise Parish Council vacancies, 
the West Lancashire Borough Council Local Plan Review and a village Housing Survey were also distributed.           
 
The Parish Council Facebook page is now in its second year and has proven to be a good way to communicate local issues.  Details of Parish Council meetings and news affecting Newburgh are 
regularly posted on the page:  
www.Facebook.com/newburghlancs.   
 
The website is regularly updated and can be accessed at www.newburghlancs.co.uk. The site continues to be valuable as an information tool. 
 
Welcome Packs 
New residents continue to receive a Welcome Pack, for which we have received positive feedback.  
 
Engagement with the Community through Projects 
 
Civic Service 2018 
Unfortunately, the Annual Civic Service did not take place during 2018, due to a lack of personnel at both the Parish Council and Christ Church Newburgh.  However, plans are underway to hold a 
Community Celebration Service in 2019 to acknowledge all the excellent work carried out by volunteers in the village.   
 
Remembrance Sunday, 11 November 2018 
Councillors were present at the Memorial Service with the Council Chairman laying a wreath on the War Memorial on behalf of the community to commemorate the Centenary of the end of WW1. 
 
Village Carols 14 December 2018 
The Council, Newburgh School and members of Christ Church Newburgh organised this popular event, which took place at Newburgh School. A large number of residents attended with the singing 
being accompanied by the Skelmersdale Prize Band.  
 
Engagement with other Organisations 
We are part of the Play Area Management Committee and the Councillors have a link with the School, Church, Sports Club and other Organisations.  We also took part in outside events such as 
Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC) meetings, where issues such as potholes and flooding were discussed. The Clerk attended meetings at West Lancashire Borough Council and Society 
of Local Council Clerks.   
 
 
Newburgh Fair 
The Parish Council continues to help support the continuity of Newburgh Fair, by giving a donation towards the cost and publicising the events, both in editions of Newburgh News and also by 
distributing leaflets promoting the events during Fair Week to residents in the Parish.  In addition, some of the Parish Councillors are on the Fair Committee, which has been successful in obtaining 
grants from organisations towards the cost of running the Fair.   
 
Planning 
Our Planning Working Group considered 19 applications during 2018/19. The Parish Council submitted comments on seven of the applications including the developments at the Post Office, CAST 
NW (on Cobbs Brow Lane), the solar installation at Lathom Park and the Mushroom Farm site.  
  
Local Plan Review 
Residents were kept informed of the developments regarding the West Lancashire Borough Council Local Plan Review during 2018/19.  Following much investigation and undertaking a village Housing 
Survey, the Parish Council submitted an official response during the consultation period detailing various concerns and also contributed towards the cost of a demographer employed by Campaign to 
Protect Rural England Lancashire branch to challenge housing numbers. The response was distributed to all Newburgh residents and a copy can be viewed on the Parish Council website. West 
Lancashire Borough Council has reviewed all the responses to the consultation and we expect further details for the next stage to be publicised in the coming months. Newburgh Parish Council is 
monitoring the process and will provide an update to residents once more details are confirmed. 

http://www.facebook.com/newburghlancs
http://www.newburghlancs.co.uk/


Environmental Issues 
A number of issues were raised with Lancashire County Council Highways and the Canal & River Trust during the year including: - 

• Potholes on Smithy Brow, Course Lane, Sandy Lane, Back Lane, Cobbs Brow Lane, Deans Lane 
and Ash Brow 

• Blocked grids on Course Lane, Back Lane and from Post Office to Red Lion on Ash Brow 

• Flooding on Tabby’s Nook 

• Overgrown hedge near Newburgh School 

• Collapsed river bank  
 
Summary of 2018/19 Finances 

 
Balances from 1st April 2018              12,820     
Receipts 
Precept.                13,864 
Council Tax Support Grant      284 
Concurrent Grant (WLBC)      905 
Capital Grant (WLBC)       418 
Parish Champion Grant (LCC)      500 
VAT refund.        782 
Rights of Way Scheme (LCC)      250 
Miscellaneous         26 
Total Receipts               17,029  
 
Payments 
Employee costs    7,519 
Gen Administration    2,242 
Borough Grant Projects      905 
Activities inc Speed Device   5,136 
VAT on payments.                    782 
Total Payments               16,584 
 
Balances at 1st April 2019              13,265                   
 
 
Parish Councillors 
 
Chris Moore, Chairman  01257 463471 
Phil Atty   01257 463469 
Jacky Citarella  01257 463621 
Jean O’ Keefe  01257 463630 
Maureen Turner   01257 462970 
Robin Baker   01257 463816 
Mike Roughneen  01257 463696 
Fiona Casey   01257 463837 
 
Clerk of the Council 
Sandra Jones  01704 892520 
 
e-mail:         clerk@newburghlancs.co.uk 
website:        www.newburghlancs.co.uk     

http://www.newburghlancs.co.uk/

